A reader-response analysis of the dialectal extrapolation in Paul Kingsnorth’s The Wake (2014)
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The Wake (2014) by Paul Kingsnorth is a work of historical/alternate-history fiction that is entirely
written in a dialectal extrapolation of English (Stockwell 2006). Scholarship on the novel — Thier
(2016), Czarnowus (2018), and Traxel (2022) — has primarily focused on this fictional dialect,
intradiegetically called anglisc but elsewhere referred to as shadow tongue, criticising it for not
achieving its authorial intentions. This seems to derive from subjective impressions that deem the
text’s limited readability as an obstacle to reader engagement. What is more, anglisc has frequently
been framed as linguistically inauthentic and historically inaccurate. Notwithstanding the common
assumption that literary dialects typically block engagement, the available data on the reception of
the novel appear to point in the opposite direction. Accordingly, this paper presents the preliminary
findings of a survey of the section ‘reader’s reviews’ on Goodreads.com, using a reader-response
approach framed within literary stylistics that presents a data-backed analysis of the fictional
dialect’s narrative functions (Noletto 2024; Harvey 2025). The paper concludes by providing a
new angle to the novel’s prose that sets out angliscs artistry, aesthetics, and readerly effects.
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